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OTTAWA –New Democrats joined with 
the Canadian Coast Guard’s Marine Com-
municators Union February 8 to slam budget 
cuts that could jeopardize the lives of fishers 
and other mariners.

 “We demand the Minister of Fisheries 
and Oceans stop gambling with people’s 
lives,” said Fin Donnelly, New Democrat 
critic for Fisheries and Oceans. “The govern-
ment should immediately reverse its deci-
sion to cut Coast Guard officers and close 
Search and Rescue Centres. These cuts 
put fishers and other mariners at risk while 
also threatening the ocean environment,” 
added Donnelly.

Martin Grégoire, Canadian Auto Work-
ers union Local 2182 president, represents 
Coast Guard officers at the 22 Marine Com-
munications and Traffic Services (MCTS) 
Centres across Canada.  The Centres are 
undergoing cuts to staff and the Inuvik 
MCTS Centre is slated for closure in 2012. 

“In terms of savings to the government, 
these cuts amount to nickels and dimes,” 
said Grégoire. “The government is putting 

the lives of Canadians at risk to squeeze a 
few extra dollars out of the Coast Guard. 
That’s not right.” 

Last year, the Conservative govern-
ment announced it would close key Marine 
Search and Rescue Centres located in 
Quebec City and St. John’s. 

“These cuts will make it even harder for 
the Coast Guard to prevent oil spills at sea,” 
added Philip Toone, New Democrat deputy 
critic for Fisheries and Oceans. “A single oil 
tanker accident would more than wipe out all 
the savings the government hopes to gain 
with these cuts.”

NewDemocrats also announced the 
launch of a national petition calling on the 
Conservative government to reverse the 
Coast Guard budget cuts and stop the clo-
sure of the Inuvik MCTS Centre, as well as 
the two Marine Search and Rescue Centres. 

The petition, available on the web site 
of MPs Fin Donnelly (www.findonnelly.ca) 
and Philip Toone (www.philiptoone.ca), will 
be presented in the House of Commons in 
the months to come.

 “I feel like I am part of the human race 
again.”  -- participant

 
Victoria’s inclusive walking and running 

program, Every Step Counts, is celebrat-
ing three years of helping people improve 
their lives. The Anniversary run was held 
at the Downtown Community Centre, 755 
Pandora Avenue, on February 21 at 3 pm. 
At 4 pm, stretching exercises and cupcakes 
followed the run. 

Inclusive and powerful, Every Step 
Counts is a community initiative of the Victo-
ria Foundation, housed and run through the 
Victoria Cool Aid Society. It has played a vital 
part in the health, happiness and success 
of many men and women who experience 
challenges with mental health, addictions, 
poverty, social isolation and other barriers. 

VICTORIA - Kim Carter’s Ombudsper-
son’s Report on seniors’ Health Care is very 
welcome and covers most of the critical is-
sues confronting the elderly at this time, ac-
cording to Wendy Strong, spokesperson for 
the South Island Health Coalition. However, 
as with Carter’s first report (issued in 2009) 
the government’s response is unclear and 
delays implementation of her recommenda-
tions. She said.  

The need for a BC Seniors’ Advocate 
position was recognized by Health Minis-
ter Mike de Jong. However the minister’s 
message leaves uncertainty as to whether 
the Seniors’ Advocate will be independent 
and accountable to the public through the 
provincial legislature, or just another bu-
reaucracy in the provincial government. In 
2007 and again in 2011 opposition private 
members bills were submitted asking the 
government to establish an independent 
Seniors Advocate.

Perhaps most telling and disappointing, 
said Strong, was the announcement that the 
financial commitment offered to expand non-
medical home support services will amount 
to only $15 million over three years for 65 
BC communities.  That will amount to ap-
proximately $70,000 per community for each 
of the next three years. That small infusion 
of public money into seniors’ services won’t 
begin to address the shortfall happening 
already and will soon escalate to become 
a major source of suffering for all involved. 

“To make matters worse, why would they 
offer this support through the United Way, 
which is definitely not the public author-
ity with the capacity to administer public 
funds?” asked Strong.  If Minister de Jong 
is serious in his commitment to “ensure that 
seniors and families have avenues to raise 
complaints and concerns and to have them 
handled in a respectful and timely manner”, 
he won’t be able to fulfill his commitment 
with an arms’ length body administering it. 

The public consultation has already hap-
pened with the Carter report – the problems 

Every Step Counts Celebrates Third 
Anniversary--320 People Helped

Since February 2009, Every Step 
Counts has helped over 320 people through 
the running and walking program.

Every Step Counts is one of the official 
charities of the TC10K and put together a 
running team. Members of the public were 
welcome to run with the group and to raise 
pledges to support the program. 

Jacqui Sanderson, race director of the 
TC10K, who attended the Third Anniversary 
Walk-Run, said, “We are delighted to ex-
pand our team of official charities. Individu-
als can add a donation when they register 
for the race or they can contact the charity 
of their choice directly and raise pledges.”

 
Readers can get more information by going to 
www.CoolAid.org/esc and www.victoriafounda-
tion.bc.ca

Coast Guard cuts harmful to Canadians

The Ombudspersons Report:   When will 
we get real action from the government?

are well known and documented, concluded 
Strong. “Now is the time for immediate ac-
tion to address those problems and begin 
the slow process of restoring and supple-
menting the very best senior’s care we are 
capable of providing.”

For more information contact Wendy Strong, 
chairperson, South Island Health Coalition, at 
250-592-1222 or email her at wendystrong@
bcnu.org

VANCOUVER – The BC Auditor General 
released a report February 16 that iis critical 
of the BC government’s timber management 
practices.

“This report raises red flags, especially 
given the many old-growth forests in BC that 
are currently in danger of being lost forever 
to the chainsaws,” said Tria Donaldson, 
Vancouver Island campaigner for the Wil-
derness Committee. “We have been saying 
for years that the protection and manage-
ment of BC’s forests has been inadequate, 
and this report from the Auditor General 
confirms that.” 

The Auditor General’s report found that 
the government’s objectives for timber man-
agement were not well enough defined, that 
monitoring was insufficient, and concluded 
that “existing management practices are 
insufficient to offset a trend toward future 
forests having a lower timber supply and 
less species diversity in some areas.” 

“We are also alarmed at the Auditor 
General’s assessment that species diversity 
could suffer in the future if current practices 
continue, especially because BC does not 
have an endangered species law”, said Don-
aldson. “It’s critical that government policy 
and practice protect BC’s invaluable forests, 
with their natural wonder and biodiversity.”

Auditor General’s report 
raises red flags about BC 
forests

By Tim Pheotist
On Monday, February 20, the historic 

Grand Hall at the Odd Fellows building on 
Douglas Street was the venue for some 
stirring and thoughtful speeches from six 
Greater Victoria high school students.

They were competing for the prize of 
an expenses-paid trip to the United Nations 
Headquarters in New York.

The Odd Fellows hall was a fitting venue 
for the competition. The Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows has supported its annual UN 
Pilgrimage for many decades and students 
from the US and Canada are invited to 
present their thoughts on humanitarian and 
global issues to panels of judges.

In return, the local winners of the 
“Speech-Off” competitions will have the 
opportunity to travel to the UN and enjoy  
guided information tours and also compete 
in the speech finals in New York.

The purpose of the IOOF UN Pilgrimage 
was always to raise consciousness about 
the state of the world and the global chal-
lenges faced by the UN.

Victoria’s students spoke eloquently 
about issues and topics included in the 
current UN Millennium Goals statement.

The winner was Nathan How, 17, from 
Mount Douglas High School, and the 

runner-up was Caliegh Bachop, 16, also 
from Mount Douglas High School.

How will travel to the UN buildings 
in New York and present his speech in 
competition with the other local winners, 
all sponsored by the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows.

In Victoria, Odd Fellows has been part of 
the community for almost 150 years. At the 
inception of the UN, the Odd Fellows Order 
quickly realized the opportunity to encour-
age young people to take a close interest 
in world affairs and saw that sponsoring 
an annual pilgrimage to the UN would be 
a positive and useful way to raise youth 
consciousness. 

The goal survives to this day.
Interestingly, How’s mother took an op-

portunity to inform the speakers and audi-
ence that she herself had been a speech 
winner more than 30 years ago, travelling 
to New York under this very scheme.

Any of the young speakers would have 
made worthy and deserving representatives 
of our region’s high school population and 
the judges and Odd Fellow officials thanked 
them for the quality and energy of their 
contributions.

Congratulations to Nathan How and all 
of the student speakers.

Victoria high school student 
heads for the UN

Student speakers from L – R at the Odd Fellows Grand Hall, February 20th 2012 are 
Chehat Mehra, Shelbie Montagnaro, Olivia Good, Caleigh Bachop, Emily Eckhard, 
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